
As part of Pioneer Energy's 
long-term vision to provide 
sustainable energy futures for 
New Zealand business, they 
have long term partnerships 
with a number of 
manufacturers and processors 
located in Washdyke. 

Customers connected to the Washdyke 
Energy Centre network have outsourced 
and entrusted their thermal energy supply 
needs to Pioneer Energy and in return 
receive the energy cost benefits that can 
only be achieved through economies of 
scale. Customers also enjoy peace 
of mind in the knowledge that there is 
ample capacity for their current and future 
heat and hot water supply needs. 

The operation has multiple boilers which 
enhance security of supply, and 
environmental consent for an additional 
20MW of generation in the future. 

As the energy centre can be partially 
fuelled on wood chip fuel, the energy 
cluster has the potential to play a major 
role in the improvement of air quality, and 
increased sustainability.

Good start up; 
seamless  take-over 

of load; good 
uninterrupted supply.

 TREVOR LLOYD,  DB MAINLAND’S 
PRODUCTION MANAGER

PIONEER'S ROLE
As a leading energy solutions partner for 
New Zealand industry Pioneer provides 
some of New Zealand’s leading exporters 
and manufacturers with globally 
competitive and sustainable energy 
solutions.

Pioneer Energy works with customers to 
discover their energy future and strives to 
maintain the integrity of the natural 
environment, while maximising the value 
of natural energy resources, aiming to 
reducing greenhouse gases.

LEADING BY EXAMPLE

The Washdyke Energy Centre is an award 

winning reference site for other regional 

industrial energy clusters in New Zealand. 

It demonstrates the best practice for 

the sustainable energy management for 

customers’ who receive a cost effective, 
secure supply of process heat and steam. 

Industrial  
Energy  
Partnership
Process Heat Energy 
Cluster, Washdyke 
Energy Centre

Not having boilers on-site has 

been a major benefit.

SIMON PHILIPS - OPERATIONS MANAGER NZ 

LIGHT LEATHERS LTD



WOOD CHIP FUEL 
To ensure the reliable supply of quality 
renewable fuel, Pioneer Energy has a 
wood fuel supply chain business with 
fuel supply hubs in Canterbury and 
Otago.  Strong relationships have been 
established with forest owners and wood 
residue suppliers and the business has  
large storage and stock capability at its 
regional wood hubs.

Facts at a glance

Project Description

Foundation Customers:  
DB Mainland Ltd, NZ Light Leathers 
Ltd, Juice Products NZ

Location:  
Washdyke, Timaru, NZ

Application:  
Steam supply for industrial 
manufacturing & process heat

Scope of Work:  
Design, Build, Own, Operate

Capacity: 
20 MWth

Fuel:  
Coal with option to burn wood chip 
fuel

System Highlights

Commissioned date:  
November 2011 (Stage 1)

Availability: 
In excess 98%

Avoided Emissions CO2:  
Depends on customer steam loads 
and amount of wood fuel use

Displaces:  
Aged plant on existing 
customer sites

Pioneer Energy uses best practice 
emissions controls minimising the 
environmental impacts

Contact

P +64 3 440 0022
E enquire@pioneerenergy.co.nz
W www.pioneerenergy.co.nz

Awards

Winner, Technology and Innovation 

- South Canterbury Chamber of Commerce 

Business Excellence Award 2012

The Energy Centre development in 
Washdyke is an extremely important 
and significant initiative ensuring the 
growth and economic development of 
this district.
WENDY SMITH - CEO, AORAKI DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM

Owning the wood chipping plant and 
delivery vehicles means the customer’s 
wood fuel specifications can be supplied. 
With such a reliable supply chain Pioneer 
encourages the uptake of renewable duel 
heat plants for New Zealand industrial 
customers. 

Pioneer Energy sees a bright future for 
wood energy and biomass fuels and are 
well positioned to satisfy the growing 
demand.

Renewable

Energy

Cost-effective

Pioneer Energy can help you 
reduce energy use, lower your 
operating costs, free up capital, 
and contribute to a cleaner 
energy future.

From a suite of intelligent energy 
management solutions, Pioneer Energy 
works with you to build the right energy 
solution for your business.

Contact us to find out more about 
how we can help.




